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International Labor Film
Festival in Kaohsiung,
Taiwan 
By Vivian Price • blues3@verizon.net

I had the pleasure of visiting Taiwan for the first time in April
of 2002 for the first Taiwan Labor Film Festival. Jane Yu,
who curated the festival, invited me to come to Kaohsiung, the
top labor city in that country, to show “Hammering It Out”,
my documentary on women construction workers in the US.

Two weeks later I was standing in the offices of 
the Telecommunication Labor Union, whisked over from
the airport by my interpreter, Ching-wen, and one of the
coordinators of the festival, Chao-nan. We were greeted by
Director of the Taiwan Confederation of Trade Unions,
Hsu-Chung Chang (“Simon”), who made tea for us and for
some of the other labor representatives who came by to
help with the preparations. 

Simon is the Director of the Taiwan Confederation of
Trade Unions, involved also in the strongest autonomous

WLUW, Chicago’s “Voice
of Diversity”, Threatened
by NPR Mgmt. Takeover
By Wayne Heimbach, Labor Express producer

Loyola University Chicago is currently in negotiations with
Chicago’s NPR affiliate, WBEZ, for WBEZ to manage the
University’s radio station, WLUW-FM. WBEZ is looking for
a Management Agreement to run and program the station and,
in return, to pay Loyola a to-be-determined amount of money.

Most of these negotiations have been conducted in secret
with Loyola justifying its actions by saying that the 
discussions are only on management, not ownership, 
of the station. For WLUW’s innovative programming, 
however, this change would be devastating.

Starting about nine years ago, the station’s management
took the bold step of taking a rather ordinary college music
station and turned it into Chicago’s premier community and
alternative music station.

Labor Express [a participant of UPPNET -Ed.] has been
one of its community programs from 1993 and currently
has one hour every Sunday evening.

Not only has WLUW’s programming been innovative,
but it has also been successful.

Arbitron ranks it the most listened to student run station
in Chicago, even beating out its big brother next door in
Evanston, WNUR, at Northwestern University with 7000
watts compared to WLUW’s 100 watts.

Last year the readers of New City, an alternative news-
paper, voted WLUW Chicago’s best radio station—student
run or not. The station has also gone out of its way to help
with funding.

An on-air phonathon raised over $32,000 in the spring,
and other cost-cutting actions have made a real dent in the
University’s financial commitment.

Is incentive ideological?
Some University insiders think the main incentive for

the negotiations are ideological.
From the very beginning many University administrators

did not like the program changes and, with a new University
administration, this may be their opportunity to move.

A Friends of WLUW has been formed.
For more information, call 773-307-7268, or you can

contact Wayne Heimbach at wheimbach@igc.org.

continued on page 2 

A panel at the International Labor Film Festival in Taiwan. A-Kai 
speaking on film panel (L-R: Hsu-Chung Chang [Director Taiwan
Confederation of Trade Unions], A-Kai, Akira Matsubara, Odeki).
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union, the Telecommunications Workers Union, which was
sponsoring the festival—underwritten by the city of
Kaoshiung, Simon explained why the decision was made to
hold the festival. He explained that with the recent eco-
nomic downturn, the traditional May Day Labor march
seemed inappropriate. 

The film festival represents a strategy to celebrate May
Day differently—with political education through film
rather than demonstrations, as in the past. A local activist
filmmaker named A-kai proposed the idea of having an
activist film festival. Kaohsiung’s mayor, a member of the
DPP, the party that had defeated the 50 year rule of the
Kuomintang Party, was interested in supporting labor’s
events. A Labor Film Festival was born! 

Simon and the Labor Arts Cultural Foundation teamed
up to create a series of promotional items around the festi-
val theme of work and workers. A beautiful silkscreen of a
construction workers—including a woman construction
worker of which there are many in Taiwan—was created for
tee shirts and a festival poster. 

Another poster was created from stills of the many films
that were selected, and these stills also appeared on the 
colorful program and the tickets for each event. Key chains
with native flowers were also created to be given to 
participants, and a woven cell phone holder was commis-
sioned from a village of indigenous people who had fallen
on hard times since the earthquake—and who were 
producing handicrafts for sale. 

One of the main themes of the festival was a focus on
globalization and the consequences of privatization, since
Taiwan is in the throes of conflicts around these issues.
Films from Japan, Britain, the United States as well as local
films were screened, and filmmakers, actors and activists
came to introduce their work, answer questions, and engage
in a panel where the issues were discussed together with
labor academics, and a producer from Taiwan’s public
broadcast network. Two of the leading films were “Be More
Human, Kokuro’s 15 Year Struggle”, a film by Akira
Matsubara, and the “Navigators” by Ken Loach. [Matzubara
provided footage of Japanese dockers supporting Liverpool
dockers for UPPNET’s 1997 video “All for One”.–Ed.]

Both were about the privatization of the rail industry. When
the Japanese privatized the railroad in that country, over
10,000 people were laid off, two hundred of them who com-
mitted suicide afterwards. Hideki Otani, the leader of the
unemployed rail workers came to Kaohsiung along with the
filmmaker, and they both spoke eloquently about the situation
of the workers. Steve Huison, an actor in The Navigators,
talked about the increased accident rate on the railroads since
privatization, as well as the problems occurring from public
utilities including water falling into private hands. My own
film, “Hammering It Out”, dealt primarily with questions of
equality in the workplace, as well as issues of safety, training,
sanitation, sexual harassment and homophobia.

Many of the screenings were well-attended. They were
held in a popular mall on a main street in a movie theater that
had been rented for the occasion. Students, activists, cul-
tural and government officials and workers attended the
screenings, and the audience was enthusiastic and came up
with great questions and comments.

It would have been interesting to see whether there was a

space that workers used where the screenings might have also
been held, but it wasn’t clear to me that there were any actual
union halls available, or any other popular spaces that work-
ers used. It was great to be part of the festival, and to partici-
pate in the panel. Like the other non-Chinese speaking visitors,
I was assigned a personal interpreter so that I was fully part of
all the proceedings, and learned what was on the mind of the
other filmmakers, the labor leaders, and the audience. 

We not only were put up in a nice hotel, and fed at local
restaurants, but we were also educated about the issues of
privatization by meeting the local Labor Commissioner and
visiting an oil refinery that was about to be privatized. We
even stopped by the union hall where we saw the flags that
the workers were going to use the following month to
protest privatization. 

Any of our concerns were met with immediate interest.
One of the staff members from the festival—of which there
were many, along with great volunteers—took me to 
several construction sites to meet and film women workers.
We also visited a nearby village, Meinung, that had 
successfully defeated a government plan to build a dam
that may have threatened the village and their way of life.
Representatives from the MPA, the Meinung People’s
Association, took us to the dam site and showed us the 
butterfly temple that activists had erected there to publi-
cize the way local people had reflected not only on how to
resist dam construction, but also on how to practice more
ecological methods of farming. 

They took us to Sun Ya-Tsen University, where we talked
with students and faculty, and visited Chiang-Kai Shek’s for-
mer summer villa which is now part of the university grounds.
We also had fun strolling through and eating at the famous
Taiwanese night markets with our interpreters, and a number
of the journalists who came by to cover the event. The last
night, the City’s Labor Secretary took us out for dinner at a
local seafood restaurant located on an island we reached by
ferry. Everything was fresh, and delicious, without the fanfare
or formality of a fancy high-priced establishment. I person-
ally learned a lot from this experience, met some great 
people, and had a terrific time. Kaohsiung is a great model for
other cities to follow on how to popularize labor issues.

[Vivian Price is a Lecturer, UC Irvine, UCLA, CSULB, and
member of the IBEW]

Taiwan Continued from p. 1

Director of Taiwan Confederation of Trade Unions Hsu-Chung
Chang and Vivian Price in front of the billboard for the festival.
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from the 1987 mass struggle. It has a strong tradition of
democracy, progressive politics and use of technologies by
activists and rank-and-filers. Because of these geographical,
technological and political aspects, there have been unique
activities and struggle for the past few years in all the areas
of media, including TV, Internet, broadband, etc.

4,000 power plant workers’ tactical struggle
against privatization

The struggle of 4,000 electricity workers started early
this year, and was initiated by the government’s plan to pri-
vatize the electricity industry. The strike began on 2/25,
when electrical workers walked out, along with rail and gas

workers. The latter groups soon returned to work, but the
electrical workers continued their fight, employing entirely
new strike tactics in the process. Rather than defending a
picket line en masse, and waiting for the inevitable violent
confrontation with the police, workers chose to maintain
solidarity by dividing into groups of about 10. The morale
was high among the workers, but there were two basic prob-
lems: accommodation and communication. Accommodation
was solved with the voluntary support by members of other
unions and activists, and citizens. And as for communica-
tion, there were creative uses of the media for struggle and
democratic discourse.

• Cellular phone as primary urgent and instant message
delivery tool: For example, they occasionally held a mass
meeting and the location was announced by the cellular phone
text service. But they were used collectively, not personally.
After some discussion, a rule was made that one member of
each group carried the cellular phones because a lot of calls
were coming from the companies.

• Web site as their collective information sharing tool:
Solidarity was maintained through a web site that shared
news and developed strategy. Also web sites for wives, sons
and daughters of the workers were established which became
tools for political empowerment of the families. In reality,
these families organized themselves as independent groups
to support the struggle and make their own voices heard. 

• Getting the message out = Outreach. At the same time,
some organizations, including Labor News Production, Jinbo
Net, Nodong Net, workers video collective, etc. organized an
urgent task force supporting the struggle which provided
(almost) daily video newsreel webcasting on meetings, 
coverage of small groups’ situation.

As these tactics were very successful, the police tried to stop
the communication. One of their tactics was to try to shut
down their web site. The independent network JinBo Net offi-
cially denounced this action and refused not only to shut down
but also to provide any related information to the police.
Finally, it was impossible for them to stop because Jinbo Net
which hosted these web sites already provided the services to
most of the social movement organizations. An attack on
JinboNet would have caused a serious struggle between the
government and whole civil society. We find some lessons
and challenges from this case: 

1. This kind of use of the media was possible thanks to
Jinbo Net, which is an independent, broad network,
and also thanks to different types of organizations and
the tradition of their joint activities (like temporary
IMC) including Workers video collective, Nodong
Net, Labor News production. 

2. KCTU’s support for not only running the web but also
providing the tactics and tools as a consulting agency
for workers. Also the strong tradition of democracy in
the labor movement lead to the resignation of all the
leadership after their tactical misleading of this strug-
gle when the strike was over during May, and this is
the origin of the power of labor movement in Korea. 

3. Broadband was not only available to activist and rank-
and-file workers, it was put to use. For example, the
KCTU representative meeting which decided on the
general strike was live-broadcast by workers video
collective through broadband so that all the rank and
files have access to all the discussions.

“Progressive” Public space—Lessons from establishing local
media centers as public service centers while maintaining
activists’ independent control (2002) 

Public access in Korea
The campaign for public access in Korea began as an

idea advocated by some activists and professors who were
inspired by examples of public access in other countries.
When Kim Dae Jung took power in 1999, it opened up more
opportunities for liberal ideas that had not been tolerated in
previous governments. That same year the Broadcasting
Law passed in South Korea. Like the US Telecommu-
nications Act of 1996, it was essentially a neo-liberal gift
to telecommunication conglomerates with a few crumbs
thrown to media activists. One of these crumbs referred to
public access. It had two parts: 

KBS (one of the national public broadcast channels) had
to run programming produced by viewers (literally: viewer
production participation programs). Very few details were
specified in the legislation. The Ministry of Culture was
given the responsibility for turning this vague concept into
reality. The Ministry, rather arbitrarily, decided that 100
minutes per month was adequate. KBS immediately con-
curred, adding that they would be happy to allow 50 min-
utes on their radio station and 50 minutes on their television
station. At this point, several media activists, who saw
where this was heading, decided to take action. They
formed the Coalition for Viewer Participation and argued
that all the time must be on television and it should be more
than 100 minutes per month. Eventually a compromise was
reached in which KBS agreed to program 30 minutes per
week of television programming called Open Channel.

The decision to choose the programming was left to a

Korea (continued from p. 8)

continued on page 4

Scene from the author’s video “Record of Repression” on history of
recent labor struggles in South Korea.
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subcommittee with some activist representation, but with a
majority of more conservative KBS types. 

Although the subcommittee doesn’t sound great, and 30
minutes per week isn’t much, it is still amazing to consider
that this is  major broadcast television for 45 million South
Korean viewers and the 30 minutes are scheduled during
prime time Saturday evening.

Another remarkable aspect is that you can apply to the
subcommittee before you produce your tape. If accepted,
you are awarded $3-4,000. If your tape, after being pro-
duced, is accepted to be shown, you receive an additional
$3-4,000. After years of wrangling over these details, the
first show was broadcast May last year. Through partner-
ships between independent documentary producers and
social movement organizations, some progressive programs
have been made on various issues such as farmers’,
women’s, environmental issues. Two controversial pro-
grams were rejected and caused demonstrations. One of
them was finally aired but another program, called Rip It
Off about the ID card system, is still being debated. 

The second aspect of the legislation concerned cable and
satellite operators. Even more vaguely worded, this part of
the law states that cable and satellite operators must broad-
cast viewer-produced programs if there is demand and there
is no special reason (?) to refuse it. The Korean
Broadcasting Commission (like the FCC) was given respon-
sibility for making sense out of this portion of the law.
Rather than improving it, they seemed to have made it
worse, deciding that cable and satellite operators can edit
programs before showing them (provided they discuss the
changes with the producers and they do not alter the basic
meaning of the program). In addition, they can refuse tapes
with “illegal” content. In Korea, illegal content can mean
a lot of things—including saying anything positive about
North Korea. This aspect of the law has not had any test
cases yet and still seems to need some work. 

But, as a whole, this introduction of access structure is of
great importance because the law has compulsory articles on
public access structure for almost every broadcasting system
and creates a basis for all media activists advocating media
democracy and participatory communication as essential parts
of the media systems, although the obstacles and tasks
remains unsolved. For example, this provided the political
and philosophical basis for the formation of local media cen-
ters, as follows. 

MediACT
MediACT is the government-funded local video and film

public service center with the indy control by film and video
activists first of its kind. [www.mediact.org—Korean only]

In Seoul, independent film and videomakers Association
(KIFV) established Media Access Center called MediACT
which will promote independent film and videomaking and
public access activities, with a subsidy from Korean Film
Commission (KFC: film policy authority). The inauguration
ceremony was held last May. MediACT will be a base camp,
supporting video activism and public access with training
programs, rental services, and research with an initial budget
of $2 million and a half million for the first fiscal year. With
this progress in Seoul, now there are several committees for
establishing the media center, comprised of important NGOs
and videomaking organizations throughout the country. 

This media center project was possible for several reasons.
Although the overall policy of the government is Neoliberal
and caused a lot of social problems and struggle by the peo-
ple, the media policy on the independent video and public
access became more favorable to activists. One reason was
democratic change of the policy of institutions like KFC where
the majority of the board support the idea of creating a public
media sphere which didn’t exist before. Another reason is 
official recognition of public access and independent video
and filmmaking on the policy and legislative level. And most
of all, the media activists’ long years of struggle, lobby and
advocacy was crucial to whole policy change.

The strategic significance of this media center lies in
the participatory communication infrastructure which 
supports media activism and networking of community and
indy producers on the local level funded by public funding.
In particular, MediACT’s important role is to support other
regions’ media center advocacy and provide the tools and
space for the activists in Seoul, the center of the political
struggle, not as a big organization, but as a strong and well-
funded catalyst. 

Some of the next challenges: 
• The legislation of the new law which will compel 

government authorities and local government help
founding the media centers; 

• The tactical approach for this media center is to train
the people to use the videos as a tool and a from-the-
bottom-up push upon authorities to help civil society 
organizations and video activists (policy lobbying); 

• From these activities of initiating the media centers,
there should be discussion on local media strategy and
tactics of civil society organizations. 

Brief conclusion
The current situation implies the following significant points. 

1. As the media becomes the key area of society and
social movement (or to make this happen in the social
movement itself), the strategic approach to media
activism is vital. The media is not only a crucial arena
itself but also a critical tool for strengthening the
social movement. 

2. The main issue is how we can have our own media
which is independent from the corporate and govern-
mental control, but have strong commitment to the
progressive social movement, fully utilizing the
strength of new media while critically analyzing the
issues raised by new technologies. 

3. At the same time, based on the above indymedia 
structure, the public sphere—such as media center
and public access—must be fought for and estab-
lished, as they eventually help indymedia structure. 

4. The globalization of the movement can only be 
possible with the effective media communication. 

With these points in mind, Korean media activism has 
progressed for the past 20 years, and recently significant
changes have occurred in various areas of strong social
movements, creative use of the media in those movements,
high level of technological tools, and rapid change of 
policy and public sphere. 

With actual cooperation and information sharing with
the activists in other countries, we hope we can prepare
another stage of the movement which will make another
world more visible.

Korea (continued from p. 3)
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Rep. Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Rep. Sherrod
Brown (D-OH) to Hold Symposium on
“Corporate Control of the Media”
Congressman Bernie Sanders (I-VT) and Congressman Sherrod
Brown (D-OH) will hold a symposium on “Corporate Control
of the Media” in Washington, DC, featuring three of the coun-
try’s leading experts on the issue. Robert McChesney, author of
“Rich Media, Poor Democracy,” John Nichols, co-author of
“It’s the Media, Stupid” and The Nation magazine’s Washington
correspondent and Linda Foley, president of the Newspaper
Guild, will join the Congressmen at a symposium on Thursday,
July 11th, 3:30 p.m. in the U.S. Capitol room HC-9. 

Congressmen Sanders and Brown are holding the 
symposium to discuss the issue of growing corporate 
control over the media, especially the increasing degree 
to which a small number of huge corporations decide 
what the American people see, hear and read. What:
Symposium—Sanders, Brown and National Media Experts
to Discuss Corporate Control of the Media

Where: U.S. Capitol- HC-9
When: Thursday, July 11 2002 3:30 p.m.
Contact: Joel Barkin, (202) 225-4115

Report from WINS
By Frank Emspak, WINS Executive Editor and Producer

The Workers Independent News Services faces three 
challenges. First we need to increase the number commercial
and non commercial stations who subscribe to WINS. Second,
WINS needs the help of the UPPNET community to get news
from working people and communities. Third, WINS needs
to become more financially stable.

WINS has had some modest success in all three areas.
Free Speech Radio News takes some of the WINS headlines
and features. In addition there are about two dozen stations
that are either subscribing to WINS or considering it. Some
of these are commercial stations. Moreover several affiliates
of the i.e. America radio network are using WINS material.
If anyone in the UPPNET community can help WINS get 
on a commercial station or their local community or NPR
affiliate- this is the time to do it. A first step would be to ask
your labor council or local union to call a station and ask
them to play WINS. The station can access WINS at
www.laborradio.org. Ori if a station is interested WINS can
take it from there. Have them call us at 608-262-0680.

News from the rank and file. UPPNET members 
are uniquely placed to help WINS enable workers and 
community activists to speak for themselves. WINS 
needs your assistance to reach down into communities and
unions to the level where activity is taking place. Either
via direct interviews or through the use of cooperating
reporters WINS can work with organizations almost 
anywhere in the country.

Finances By the end of this calendar year WINS wants
to fund the equivalent of one full time producer via 
subscriptions from radio stations. In order to do that we
need to get subscriptions from at least fifty stations per
week. With everyone’s help this number is achievable.

Thanks to the support from the UPPNET family 
WINS is slowly making progress. Info: femspak@igc.org. 

R2K Acid Reflux:
Chicago IMC reporter
released from jail, but
Republican Convention
legal fiasco continues
By Chris Geovanis • hammerhard@aol.com

MADISON, WI, June 21—Chicago Indymedia reporter Chris
Kaihatsu was finally released from the custody of the Dane
County Sheriff’s office in Madison, Wisconsin four days after
he was arrested while covering a Sunday protest in Madison
at the U.S. Mayors’ Conference on behalf of the Madison
and Chicago Independent Media Centers. Kaihatsu is also a
reporter for Labor Beat, a Chicago-based labor news agency.

Kaihatsu was held in custody an extra three days while
Madison law enforcement sought to determine if the
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office wished to follow up

on extraditing Kaihatsu for an outstanding bench warrant 
on felony charges stemming from the R2K protests at 
the Republican National Convention in Philadelphia in 
August 2000.

Therein lies the rub, and the makings of a Kafkaesque
legal fiasco. While the Philadelphia DA notified Madison
law enforcement officials on Thursday that they had declined
to extradite Kaihatsu on the outstanding bench warrant, the
reporter was stunned and disappointed to find out that an
array of bogus—and serious—felony charges stemming
from R2K continue to haunt him. 

Kaihatsu’s Philadelphia-based attorney Scott Griffith has
characterized the lingering charges against Kaihatsu as “non-
sense.” Kaihatsu was among more than 400 people arrested
during the R2K protests in what civil liberties advocates
have characterized as a naked effort by the Philadelphia
police to suppress lawful dissent and core constitutional
rights. Protesters have filed an array of civil suits against
law enforcement and government agencies in the wake of
R2K, for charges ranging from wrongful arrest to illegal
confiscation of lawful materials in a series of raids and
arrests on puppet-making and organizing sites during the
Republican Convention. 

Kaihatsu, who was credentialed with the Chicago IMC
when he was arrested in Philly, lost video footage and a
video camera to law enforcement in the wake of his Philly

continued on page 6

Independent Media
Center reporter

Chris Kaihatsu on 
the job at the recent
Mayors Conference

in Madison, WI,
moments before he

was yanked away
by the police.
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arrest. In addition, he received notice by mail in Chicago on
the day he was scheduled to appear in court in Philly to
answer R2K charges. 

“I immediately contacted the R2K legal collective,” says
Kaihatsu. “They advised me later that the felonies the Philly
DA was alleging I had committed had subsequently been
reduced to charges that do not even have the status of 
misdemeanors, and when the legal collective researched to
see when my court call would occur, I was told my name
did not even appear on the court docket in Philadelphia.” 

But according to the Philadelphia District Attorney’s
Office, Kaihatsu was scheduled to appear in court in January
2001 to face felony charges for aggravated assault, con-
spiracy to commit aggravated assault, scattering rubbish,
simple assault, reckless endangerment, obstruction, resisting
arrest, creating a public nuisance and disorderly conduct.
Curiously, Philadelphia court computer records also list
another warrant on virtually identical charges the cops allege
were committed by Kaihatsu on the same day as the charges
cited in the outstanding warrant—but the court’s computer
system shows that those charges were dismissed. 

The vast majority of charges against R2K defendants
have been thrown out by the courts, or defendants have won
their cases, and civil liberties activists have charged that the
Philly DA’s aggressive prosecution of wrongfully arrested
protesters effectively constitutes further harassment of peo-
ple who sought to lawfully express dissent during R2K.

“I feel that it’s extremely inappropriate for these arrests
to be targeting activists who are expressing their first
amendment right to assemble and petition to express them-
selves—or for these arrests to target clearly credentialed
and identified members of the alternative media like myself
who sought to cover these protests,” says Kaihatsu of his
arrest in Philly. “If you have scores of armed officers who
are trained to use violence, it seems clear that they’re more
likely to be on a hair trigger and use force, and we certainly
saw that in Philly in the raid on the puppet warehouse and
in police attacks on protesters who were simply trying to
express dissent at R2K.” 

He’s also disturbed by the Madison police department’s
willingness to follow in the tradition of the Philly cops. “I
was covering the first arrest of a protester at the US Mayor’s
Conference last Sunday, and I was clearly credentialed and
clearly writing in my reporter’s notebook, along with per-
haps a dozen other reporters and corporate press camera
crews very near me,” he says. “That arrest was important
news, and I was prevented from covering it for the alter-
native news projects that credentialed me to do so, and that
is unconscionable. I didn’t see Madison or Wisconsin State
police snatching corporate press camera crews or reporters
or snatching press credentials from the corporate press the
way they did to me. And after the arrest of that first person
last Sunday, law enforcement immediately called in a
squadron of state riot police, who wore no badges, no name
tags, no badge numbers, and who rather displayed an 
overwhelming and intimidating show of force that targeted
protesters who were there simply there to voice their 
criticisms of the way taxpayer dollars are being used.” 

The Dane County prosecutor’s office sent a student intern
to represent them at Kaihatsu’s bond hearing on Monday,
and offered to let him go for time served—pending, of
course, a response from the Philly DA’s office on his 

New Video

Labor’s Voices Against the War

“Labor Beat has done the labor and peace movements and
working people generally a great service by producing
Labor’s Voices Against the War. The workers presented in
this important half hour video echo the private thoughts
and concerns of many people of good conscience. Labor
Beat has given a public voice to these still too private con-
victions. Hopefully in doing so, this video will encourage
a growing number to speak out, to challenge the course set
for us by Bush and his right-wing colleagues.”– Michael
Eisenscher, Co-Coordinator Labor Committee for Peace &
Justice SF Bay Region

This 28-min. video also includes: “9/11 and the 
Labor Movement” with Bill Fletcher Former assistant to
AFL-CIO President Sweeney and “Israelis Resisting the
War” Dr. Meir Amor Israeli ‘refusenik’ in first intifada.

To order a copy, send $20 check Labor Beat, 37 S. Ashland,
Chicago, IL 60607. 

Info: laborbeat@findourinfo.com • 312-226-3330

Dorothee Benz, CWA 1180 New York City, from “Labor’s Voices
Against the War”

outstanding warrant. Kaihatsu chose instead to plead 
not guilty to charges of disorderly conduct in the Madison
incident. He is scheduled to appear in Dane County court on
August 8.

Alternative media outlets have often been criticized for
their bias or lack of thorough reporting, although in
Kaihatsu’s case, it would seem those charges could be more
credibly leveled against local corporate press outlets.
Kaihatsu was wrongly identified by reporters for both the
Wisconsin State Journal and the Madison Capital Times as
a ‘protester’ rather than a reporter after his arrest last Sunday.
Curiously, neither corporate newspaper made an effort to
contact Kaihatsu, his legal counsel or his credentialing news
agencies, although both IMC representatives and his local
attorney, David Karpe, were in court when he was arraigned
in Madison on Monday, where the Capital Times reporter
appears to have gathered much of his ‘evidence’. The Capital
Times did subsequently print a correction which appeared
in the print version of their newspaper—but not on their 
website – buried among a page of ads. 

IMC Reporter Kaihatsu Arrest Continued from p. 5
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Carl Bryant, producer Letter Carriers Today TV 214,

San Francisco, 415-885-0375
Wes Brain, producer OPEU Productions,

Ashland, OR, 541-482-6988
Leo Canty, producer First Tuesday, Connecticut,

860-257-9782, unionleo@aol.com
Fred Carroll, former pres. UPPNET, producer, Lifestyles of All

the Rest of Us, Los Angeles, 310-395-9977
Larry Duncan, co-producer Labor Beat, Chicago,

312-226-3330, lduncan@igc.org
Frank Emspak, co-producer Labor Radio News, Madison, WI,

608-362-2111, emspakf@workers.uwex.edu
Simin Farkhondeh, producer/director Labor at the Crossroads,

New York, 212-817-1983, Sfarkhondeh@cuny.edu
Bill Fiore, producer Bay to Borders, Northern California,

415-871-3550, ufcw101@igc.org
Julius Fisher, producer working tv, Vancouver, Canada,

604-253-6222, julius_ fisher@bc.sympatico.ca
John Hamilton, WORT/Access 4, Madison, WI

608-256-1601,Nonfictin10@hotmail.com
William Jenkins, co-producer Labor Beat, Chicago, IL

312-682-7526,wiljen@igc.org
Ken Nash, Co-producer Building Bridges: Your Community

and Labor Report, WBAI Radio, New York,
212-815-1699, knash@igc.apc.org

John See, 612-624-5020, producer, Minnesota at Work,
612-624-6039, jsee@csom.umn.edu

John Speier, 616-375-4638, producer, Solidarity
616-375-4638, Acclaimvideo@igc.org

Steve Zeltzer, producer Labor on The Job,
San Francisco, 415-641-4440, lvpsf@labornet.org

Myoung Joon Kim, participating international observer
Seoul, Korea, LNP89@chollian.net

For more information about UPPNET:
UPPNET: c/o Labor Education Services
University of Minnesota
321 19th Ave. South, No. 3-300
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-624-4326
e-mail address: jsee@csom.umn.edu

UPPNET News editor: Larry Duncan, lduncan@igc.org

UPPNET OBJECTIVES:
1. To promote and expand the production and use of television and

radio shows pertinent to the cause of organized labor and the
issues relevant to all working people.

2. To establish and promote the general distribution and circulation
of this programming.

3. To address issues regarding the media and its fair and democratic
use and accessibility by labor and other constituencies generally.

4. To encourage and promote the preservation of television and
radio broadcasts pertinent to labor.

5. To establish a code of ethic governing television and radio
production practices and other such matters UPPNET may 
determine as relevant to its work.

6. To require all productions to work under a collective bargaining
agreement, secure waivers or work in agreement with any 
television or movie industry union having jurisdiction in 
the area.

*This list may not be complete. Additions contact: 
UPPNET News editor Larry Duncan at: lduncan@igc.org www.mtn.org/les/

US & Canadian Labor Broadcast Programs*
Show Title Producer City/Station Phone No.

Fighting Back Ralph Kessler Berkeley, CA 510-845-9285
KUSF 90.3 FM

David Bacon David Bacon Berkeley, CA 510-549-0291
on Labor KPSA 94.1 FM

Labor Line Steve Zeltzer San Fran., CA 415-641-4440
SFLR 93.7 FM

Working LA Henry Walton Panorama City, CA 818-894-4079
KPFK 90.7 FM

Talking Union Larry Dorman Rock Hill, CT 880-571-6191
WATR 1320 AM

Labor Express Wayne Heimbach Chicago, IL 312-226-3330
WLUW 88.7 FM

Labor Beat Larry Duncan Chicago, IL 312-226-3330
Chan. 19, cable tv

Illinois Labor Hour Peter Miller Champaign, IL 217-337-5174
WEFT 90.1 FM

AFSCME On-Line Dan Hart Dorchester, MA 617-266-3496
cable-tv

Heartland Labor Judy Ancel Kansas City, MO 816-235-1470
Forum KKFI 90.1 FM

Minnesota at Work Howard Kling Minneapolis, MN 612-624-5020
MCN Cable

Building Bridges Ken Nash New York, NY 212-815-1699
WBAI 99.5 FM

Communique Bill Henning New York, NY 212-228-6565
WNYE 91.5 FM

It’s Your City, Pat Passanilin New York, NY 212-815-1535
It’s Our Job WNYE 91.5 FM

America’s Jerrod Sorkey Eastlake, OH 440-975-4262
Work Force WERE 1300 AM

Boiling Point Michael Wood Cincinnati, OH 513-961-4348
WAIF 88.3 FM

Talking Union John Lavin Norristown, PA 610-660-3372
WHAT 1340 AM

Labor on the Job Steve Zeltzer San Fran., CA 415-282-1908
BUT Ch. 29 cable

Rhode Island Chuck Schwartz Cranston, RI 401-463-9900
Labor Vision Chan. 14, cable-tv

Solidarity John Speier Kalamazoo, MI 616-375-4638
Cable Access

Talkin’ Union Rick Levy Austin, TX 512-477-6195
Labor Int. Radio

Which Side Are Hal Leyshon Middlesex, VT 802-223-4172
You On?

Radio Labor Bil Borders Everell, WA 425-921-3454
Journal KSER 90.7 FM

Labor Radio News Frank Emspak Madison, WI 608-262-2111
WORT 89.9 FM

LaborVision John Webb St. Louis, MO 314-962-4163
DHTV

Labor X Simin Farkhondeh New York, NY 212-966-4248
CUNY-TV cable ext. 216

OPEU Productions Wes Brain Ashland, OR 541-482-6988
cable-tv

Labor Link TV Fred Lonidier La Jolla, CA 619-552-0740
cable-tv

First Tuesday Leo Canty Connecticut 860-257-9782
cable-tv

Letter Carriers Carl Bryant San Fran., CA 415-885-0375
Today TV 214 cable-tv

Springfield Jim Hade Springfield, IL 217-787-7837
Labor Beat cable-tv

The Price Paid Gene Lawhorn Portland, OR 503-282-9541
KBOO 90.7FM

726 Express Stewart Ransom New York, NY 718-761-6681
Staten Is. Cable

Rank-And-File Larry Maglio New York, NY N.A.
Staten Is. Cable

http://www.mtn.org/les/


Labor Donated

WE’RE THE ONES PUTTING
WORKERS’ STORIES ON RADIO
AND TV –SUPPORT US, JOIN US.

UPPNET
c/o Labor Ed. Services
Univ. of Minnesota
321 19th Ave. South, No. 3-300
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Fill out the following form, and mail to address below:

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP

Union or Org.

Position, if any:

Phone no: e-mail:

Amount Enclosed: $

Mail this coupon (make check to UPPNET) to: 
UPPNET, c/o Labor Ed. Services, Univ. of
Minnesota, 321 19th Ave. South, No. 3-300
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Media Strategy for Social Change:
Recent Korean Experiences 
By Myoungjoon Kim, UPPNET international observer

Two recent cases represent our strategy and challenges 
made by the new situation in the social movement, rapid 
technological changes, and trials and errors of media activists
working from the grassroots level to national policy level.

The first subject is related to labor media activism. The
second subject can be referred to as new experiments in
the public media sphere, with  additional information on
the public access TV structure in Korea. 

First, let me briefly describe the  the context and 
historical background of Korean media activism. 

South Korea is a small country of 45 million people.

You can go everywhere within 5 hours by car, except for a
few islands. Its small size results in cost-effectiveness for
installing broadband, blurred boundaries between local
issues and national issues, etc. Also, due to the recent rapid
growth of the economy and also due to the government 
policy of trying to overcome the economic crisis, Korea
became highly developed technologically both in industry
and activism. For example, most of the workers of KCTU
(Korean Confederation of Trade Unions) have access not
only to the Internet but also broadband. (The level of broad-
band penetration is the highest in the world; estimated users
are now 8 million and will reach more than 10 million at the
end of this year.) And there are strong social movements:
trade unions, NGOs and human rights movement, etc. The
strongest one is the trade union movement, which started

❑ Yes. Subscribe me to one year of 
UPPNET News (a quarterly) for $15.

❑ I want to join UPPNET. Annual dues 
are $30, which includes a year’s 
subscription to the newsletter.
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